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Dr. Gabriel Gottlieb                     Xavier University 
gottliebg@xavier.edu                  Office: Hinkle 224 
(513) 745-2017                                             Hours: T 1-3, W 3-4 
                  
          
Late Modern Philosophy 
(PHIL 308) 
 
In this course we will study important developments and debates in late modern German philosophy. 
We will examine how Fichte, Schelling, Hegel, Marx and Nietzsche developed, extended, and criticized 
Kant’s idealism. If modern philosophy begins with the Cartesian project, the origins of late modern 
philosophy should be located in the Kantian project and its aftermath. Our study of late modern German 
philosophy will be split into four sections: 1) an introduction to Kant’s idealism, 2) an examination of 
Fichte and Schelling’s response to Kantian idealism, 3) a study of Hegel’s views on history and their 
influence on Marx, and 4) an examination of Nietzsche’s rejection of idealism and its philosophical 
tendencies. One important theme that will extend throughout each text and will be at the center of the 
course is the idea of freedom.    
This course is a writing-intensive course. Writing-intensive courses approach writing as a means of 
thinking, learning, and communicating. In this course students will receive writing instruction that is 
aimed at helping students locate, evaluate and convey information effectively and clearly. Students will 
have many opportunities to develop and practice their writing through formal and informal writing 
assignments. Students will be required to work on drafts of their papers and do extensive revisions. As a 
writing-intensive course 20% of the course will be devoted to writing instruction and at least 30% of the 
grade will be based on your written assignments. Students are required to meet at least once during 
office hours or by appointment to conference with me to discuss their writing and progress on one of 
the papers. Students are also required to visit the writing center at least once as well. 
Some writing-intensive courses are discipline-specific and focus on the discourse conventions in a 
chosen field, whereas others may simply help students to develop writing skills in general. This course is 
discipline specific and will focus on philosophical writing. The writing styles of the German philosophers 
we will read are notoriously difficult and at times opaque. While they may have had good reasons to 
write as they did, our purpose will be to develop a clear and analytically sensitive style of philosophical 
writing that works to clarify and develop their ideas for a contemporary philosophical audience.  
 
Required Texts 
1. Kant, Selections from The Critique of Pure Reason (Canvas). 
2. Fichte, Early Philosophical Writings [EPW] (Cornell University Press, 1988). 
3. Schelling, On the I as Principle of Philosophy (Canvas). 
4. Hegel, Introduction to the Philosophy of History [PH] (Hackett, 1988). 
5. Marx, Selected Writings [SW] (Hackett, 1994).  
6. Nietzsche, Beyond Good & Evil [BGE] (New York: Vintage, 1968). 
7. Martinich, A. P., Philosophical Writing: An Introduction [PW] (Blackwell, 2015). 
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Student Learning Objectives 
 Students will: 
1) Find, evaluate, and logically convey information and ideas in written presentations.    
2) Closely analyze primary and secondary philosophical texts.  
3) Formulate clear definitions of philosophical concepts.  
4) Develop an argumentative paper that defends a thesis.  
Writing Skills 
In this course we will focus on philosophical writing. Some of the writing skills we will focus on include: 
1) Concisely summarizing arguments.  
2) Writing a clear thesis that can be defended using textual analysis and logical argumentation.  
3) Motivating the thesis for the reader so its importance and contribution is appreciated.  
4) Replying to objections to the thesis using different patterns and styles of reply.  
5) Defining terms and concepts using clear and precise language.  
6) Using textual evidence appropriately.  
7) Finding creative modes to express philosophical ideas. 
a. Writing a philosophical dialogue. 
b. Writing philosophical aphorisms.  
Writing Assignments and Course Requirements 
1) Concept Paper (Fichte) [2 pages] 10% of grade 
a. In this paper you will present clear and textually based definition of Fichte’s conception 
of Wissenschaftslehre. 
2) Concept Paper (Schelling) [2 pages] 10% of grade 
a. In this paper you will present clear and textually based definition of Schelling’s 
conception of the absolute I. 
3) Argument Paper (Fichte and Schelling) [6-8 pages, revisions of concept paper required] 20% of 
grade 
a. In this paper you will develop a thesis driven paper in which you examine and compare 
the ideas of Fichte and Schelling. Your argument paper will build on the two concept 
papers on Schelling and Fichte and you will be required to include revisions of those 
concept papers in your argument paper.   
4) Problem-oriented paper (Nietzsche or Marx) [8-10 pages, revisions required] 30% of grade 
a. In this paper you will identify a textual problem or philosophical problem and offer a 
solution. You will be required to do some additional research and engage two secondary 
sources. You will have the option to choose to write your problem-oriented paper on 
Marx or Nietzsche. 
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5) Creative assignment (dialogue or aphorisms) [3-5 pages] 10% of grade 
a. You will write a creative paper in which you will examine a philosophical concept, 
argument or set of claims from one of the readings by presenting the content in a 
different genre, either a dialogue or set of aphorisms. For example, if you choose a set 
of aphorisms by Nietzsche, then you will present them as a dialogue; if you decide to 
work with ideas from Kant or Hegel, for instance, then you might present them 
aphoristically.   
6) Skill based writing assignments 10% of grade 
a. These assignments will be short writing assignments in which you will practice the 
essentials of philosophical writing (summary, using textual evidence, quoting, 
formulating arguments, etc.). They will vary in length, from a paragraph to two pages. 
7) Participation 10% of grade 
 
 
General Course Policies 
Participation: Participation is required. Participation can take place in a number of ways: asking 
questions, responding to questions, raising objections, and making points. I strongly encourage students 
to speak up in class. I do recognize that for some students talking in class and discussing philosophy can 
be intimidating. Discussing the philosophical content of the readings or class discussion by email or 
during office hours will count toward your participation grade. Participation is not an automatic 10%—
you actually have to take part, and I am very aware of who is doing so.  
Papers: For each paper I will provide a handout detailing the assignment and my expectations. All 
papers are due at the beginning of class. A late paper will be lowered for each class it is late a +/-. If your 
paper deserves an A- and you turn it in one class late, then your grade for the paper will be a B+. If your 
paper deserves a B+ and you turn it in three classes late, then your grade for the paper will be a C+. 
Papers must be submitted through Turnitin.  *All papers should be double spaced in Times New Roman 
(12pt font). 
Attendance: You are allowed three unexcused absences. More than three unexcused absences will have 
a serious effect on your grade. Each unexcused absence after three will result in a lowering of your final 
grade by a +/-. If your final grade is an A- and you have 4 absences, then your grade for the course will 
be a B+. If your final grade is a B+ and you have 6 absences, then your grade for the course will be a C+. 
This policy will be strictly followed. Excused absences require an official note from a doctor or student 
affairs. If you have more than nine absences, whether excused or unexcused, then you will fail the 
course. If you do miss a class I strongly suggest that you get notes from another student and that you 
ask me for handouts I might have distributed and instructions for the next class. If you are absent, do 
not assume that you know where we are in the readings, since we will not always follow the syllabus 
exactly.  
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Writing Center: Everyone needs help with their writing. Even great authors need an editor or second 
pair of eyes. I strongly suggest that you visit the writing center before you turn in each paper. Your 
grammar will improve, your prose will become crisper, and your argument stronger. Overall, your 
writing skills and course grade will very likely increase. There is really nothing to lose, and everything to 
gain. You are required to visit the writing center at least once.  
For more information: 
http://www.xavier.edu/writingcenter/ 
 
Where:  Conaton Learning Commons, Room 400 
Phone: 745-2875 
 
Monday & Wednesday: 9 AM - 8 PM 
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30 AM - 8:30 PM 
Friday: 9 AM - 3 PM 
Sunday: 1 PM - 9 PM 
 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism will result in the failing of the assignment, and it may result in the failing of the 
course. The following statement on plagiarism is from Xavier University’s website on plagiarism, where 
you can read more about how to prevent plagiarism:  
http://www.xavier.edu/library/xu-tutor/Preventing-Plagiarism.cfm 
• Plagiarism is using the work of another as if it were your own, without enclosing the words of 
others in quotations. 
• Plagiarism is copying from the Internet, from a web page, or from another person without giving 
credit. 
• Plagiarism is using ideas which are not your own without citing those ideas. 
• Plagiarism can be applied to ideas, research, art, music, graphs, diagrams, websites, data, books, 
newspapers, magazines, plays, movies, photos, and speeches. 
**Students must keep their cell phones off during class, not on vibrate or silence. No texting at all!! 
***Laptops are not allowed in class, unless you have a note from an office like the LAC.   
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Tentative Schedule 
Week One: Kant’s Critical Philosophy 
M 8/22  Syllabus and Introduction    
W 8/24  Critique of Pure Reason (Selections) [Canvas] 
F 8/26  Critique of Pure Reason (Selections) [Canvas] 
 
Week Two: Kant’s Critical Philosophy 
M 8/29  Critique of Pure Reason (Selections) [Canvas] 
W 8/31    Critique of Practical Reason (Selections) [Canvas] 
F 9/2  Critique of Practical Reason (Selections) [Canvas] 
 
 
Week Three: Fichte’s Wissenschaftslehre 
M 9/5  LABOR DAY—NO CLASS 
W 9/7  “On the Concept of the Wissenschaftslehre”  [EPW] 
F 9/9  “On the Concept of the Wissenschaftslehre” [EPW] 
 
Week Four: Fichte’s Wissenschaftslehre 
M 9/12  “On the Vocation of the Scholar” [EPW]    
W 9/14  “On the Vocation of the Scholar” [EPW] 
F 9/16  “On the Vocation of the Scholar” [EPW] 
 
Week Five:  Schelling and the Absolute I 
M 9/19  On the I as Principle of Philosophy [Canvas]   
W 9/21  On the I as Principle of Philosophy [Canvas]   
F 9/23  On the I as Principle of Philosophy [Canvas] 
 
Week Six: Schelling and the Absolute I 
M 9/26  No Class  
W 9/28   On the I as Principle of Philosophy [Canvas] 
F 9/30  On the I as Principle of Philosophy [Canvas] 
    
 
Week Seven: Hegel’s Philosophy of History 
M 10/3  Philosophy of History [PH]    
W 10/5  Philosophy of History [PH]   
F 10/7  FALL BREAK—No Class 
 
Week Eight: Hegel’s Philosophy of History 
M 10/10  Philosophy of History [PH] 
W 10/12  Philosophy of History [PH] 
F 10/14    Philosophy of History [PH] 
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Week Nine: Marx “On the Jewish Question” 
M 10/17  “On the Jewish Question” [SW] 
W 10/19  “On the Jewish Question” [SW] 
F 10/21    “On the Jewish Question” [SW] 
 
 
Week Ten: Marx on Alienation  
M 10/24 “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts” [SW] (pp. 54-79) 
W 10/26  “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts” [SW] (pp. 54-79) 
F 10/28    “The German Ideology” [SW] (pp. 103-132, also read pp.  209-213) 
 
Week Eleven: Marx’s Communist Manifesto 
M 10/31  The Communist Manifesto [SW] 
W 11/2    The Communist Manifesto [SW] 
F 11/4   The Communist Manifesto [SW] 
 
Week Twelve: Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil 
M 11/7  Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
W 11/9   Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
F 11/11   Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
 
Week Thirteen: Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil 
M 11/14  Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
W 11/16  Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
F 11/18    Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
  
Week Fourteen: Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil 
M 11/21  Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
W 11/23 THANKSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS 
F 11/25  THANKSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS 
 
Week Fifteen: Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil 
M 11/28  Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
W 11/30  Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
F 12/2   Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
 
Week Sixteen: Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil 
M 12/5   Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
W 12/7    Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
F 12/9   Beyond Good and Evil [BGE] 
 
